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Propositions 
 
 
1. Public diplomacy is an important tool for crafting power in the international arena. 
Indeed, it has become increasingly influential in current international relations, as it 
try to convince foreign audiences rather than to impose policies by force. 
2. The concept of nation branding has become a key instrument in modern foreign 
policy. It can  particularly help a nation to improve its performance in fields such as 
foreign trade, foreign investments, and tourism. 
3. The strengthening of nation branding in Brazil is directly related to the charismatic 
figure of President Lula da Silva and his successful presidential diplomacy. 
Particularly Brazil’s participation at the BRICS bloc has helped to radically transform 
the international image of this South American emerging power. 
4. Both Brazil and Chile have historically possessed a complex relation with their 
common neighbour Argentina. This constitutes an important factor in explaining the 
implicit closeness existing in the bilateral relations between Brazil and Chile. 
5. Another very influential actor in Brazil-Chile relations have been the United States. 
This has been particularly the case during the negotiations with Mercosur. That is also 
the case with the signing in 2004 of the Free Trade Agreement (FTA) between Chile 
and the United States. 
6. The fact that both Brazil and Chile have historically represented an exception in Latin 
America ---in terms of having experienced political stability and institutional strength 
--- have facilitated the mutual respect existing between both countries. 
7. Brazil and Chile share similar views about the need to reform the United Nations. 
This includes the idea to increase the number of permanent members at the Security 
Council and the create a Peace and Human Rights Council. Chile also supports 
Brazil’s aspirations of occupying a permanent seat at the UN Security Council. 
8. The emergence of China as a key global economic actor and the expanding value of 
the Asian-Pacific markets, has increased Brazil’s awareness about the need to 
improve its connectivity with the Pacific coast. This explains the renewed interest of 
Brazil to strengthen its ties with Chile. 
9. In recent years the plan to establish a bi-oceanic corridor between the Atlantic and the 
Pacific oceans have generated the emergence of a series of public-private partnerships 
in the fields of infrastructure and transport. 
10. The current economic and political crisis in Brazil will have a negative effect in the 
country’s international image and in its ability to continue to play a leading political 
role in Latin America. 
